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Representation of the State of





7. May 2008

Baden-Württemberg to the EU
Outline
Danube Conference 2008
Right after the successful Danube conference in 2006 („The Danube - Main Road of Europe“), the Representation of Baden-Württemberg pushed forward the idea of holding another conference of this kind together with all partner countries, regions and cities in 2008 and has since been coordinating several preparatory meetings. The motto of this year`s conference will be: “The Danube - River of the European Future”.
These meetings have already provided a fundamental basis for the conference in 2008. Apart from the partners of 2006, representatives of the European Commission and the Council of the European Union have been informed about the project and have taken an active part in the preparation. 
The 6 and 7 October 2008 were agreed upon as the dates for the conference. Similar to the program of the 2006 event, it is planned to hold a festive evening reception with presentations of the Danube-regions (“Danube-market”) on 6 October which will be opened by the Minister President of Baden-Württemberg, Günther Oettinger MdL. The 7 October is intended to give the opportunity for formal analyses and discussion in the course of three workshops.
Evening Event, 06.10.2008

The invitation to this event is intended to reach important networks of the European Commission and the European Parliament in particular. Furthermore, every participating country, region or city will be given a contingent of invitations of their own so that they are able to invite important contacts from home.

From today’s point of view, the following program is planned for the evening event:

20h00
Aperitif, Opportunity for talks and a round-tour through the presentations of 

the Danube partners, visit of the “Danube market”

21h00
Official Opening of the Danube Conference 2008

Contributions:


( Günther H. Oettinger MdL, Minister President of Baden-Württemberg 
  (confirmed)


( Stjepan Mesić, President of Croatia (confirmed)


( Danuta Hübner, Member of the European Commission (confirmed)

( Ružica Djindjić, President of the Djindjić Foundation (confirmed)

( Péter Esterházy, Hungarian author (tbc.)

( Ivo Gönner, Mayor of the city of Ulm (confirmed)


( Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Reinhart MdL, designated Minister of the State

  Ministry and for European Affairs of the State of Baden-Württemberg

   (confirmed)
22h00
Official round-tour through the presentations of the Danube partners

Note: Every participating country, city or region will present itself with a 
stand, presenting local and regional projects, culture and typical food. This 
shall create an atmosphere of a kind of a “Danube market” with a variety of 
attractions, underlining the unity and diversity of the Danube region.
Afterw.
Reception with culinary specialties of the Danube region
Plenary Session I, 07.10.2008
09h00
Registration, coffee

09h30
Plenary Session I in the Europasaal of the Representation of Baden-
Württemberg.


Contributions


( Dr. Erhard Busek, Coordinator of the Stability Pact for South 

   Eastern Europe (confirmed)


( Ján Figel’, Member of the European Commission (tbc.)

Workshops, 07.10.2008

The following three topics have been chosen for in depth-discussions by all participating countries, regions and cities:

Workshop A: “Infrastructural Area Danube and Trans-European Networks”

- estimated location: Goethe-Institute Brussels

Workshop B: “Economy and Trade Area Danube”


- estimated location: Representation of Baden-Württemberg

Workshop C: “The Lisbon Process and the Danube Region”


- estimated location: Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany to the 
  Kingdom of Belgium

10h30 to 
12h30
Workshops with presentations and contributions

Plenary Session II, 07.10.2008
13h00
Plenary Session II in the Europasaal of the Representation of Baden-
Württemberg

Contributions

· Ivo Gönner, Mayor of the City of Stadt Ulm (confirmed)

· Luc Van den Brande, President of the Committee of the Regions (tbc)  


(
Leonard Orban, Member of the European Commission (tbc)

(
Klaus Werner Johannis, Mayor of the city of Hermannstadt/Sibiu 


(confirmed)
14h00
Invitation to lunch and end of the conference
